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CHAPTER V.
FROM MEXICO, MO., TO KANSAS CITT, MO.

It was not later than the hour of 10, on
the morning of Sept. 9, when the 2<ths
quarters presented a very camp-like ap¬
pearance. Tents and equipage had been
brought from the train, and the boys all
feeling pleased with their new and clean

Rrairie camp. The camp kettle was steam-
ig again orer a good fire, and at noon

all were again refreshed with black coffee,
with which to wash down the last of the
three days* rations we had drawn before
tearing Cump Benton.
We were manifesting considerable mer¬

riment over the fact that we would re¬
turn at least for a few days to the Injuryof regular camp rations, which would be
cooked each day. Uncle D. and Pap W.,
as camp cooks, had already won company
plaudits.

HAUL DOWN REBEL FLAG.
After dinner assembly was sounded, and

the regiment marched over to the town of
Mexico, half a mi!e distant. We halted.in
front of the Court House, upon which the
rebel colors were flying. It was the first
Confederate flag that we had seen, and
remarks of contempt, hatred, scorn, and
general dislike were freely spoken by rank
And file.

. t_ ...The Tall Man said he would like to
blow a hole right through the old rag,
and Stubby said: "Blaze away, Lengthy,
but take care for that nose of yourn when
ye pull trigger, or you'll be warin mourn-
in' worse than when the tent pole bunged
yer eye!'*
A squad having been sent to take the.

rebel flag down and raise the Stars and
Stripes, the band struck up "The Star
Spangled Banner," and 'mid cheers from
the regiment Old Glory replaced the
enemy's flag over the Audrain County
Court House, and the regiment marched
back to camp, feeling that in this one act
the rebellion had been almost put down.
The Tall Man said that he would not be
surprised to hear within a few days of

Cice propositions; but the Colonel's con-
ant said: "Nary time; thatl only

mak'um madder, and you'll see we 11 have
a fight for a week; or a good chance for
one; now mind what I tell yer!'*
We were now located in a hostile and

dangerous part of the country. A heavy
guard had been placed about the camp,
and all roads coming in from the country
were protected by pickets.
On the following morning, after break¬

fast, the Orderly-Sergeant detailed 10
men and one Corporal from our company
for camp guard duty for 24 hours, and
10 men, one Corporal and one Sergeant
for picket duty. The picket detail was
ordered to take one day's rations. They
reported at the headquarters of Gen.
Bturgis.

SUMMARY EXECUTION.
While the boys were filling their can¬

teens at a well ill the back yard of head¬
quarters premises we were surprised by
the sight of the General, rushing from the
house. In a tone of voice that would
harmonize only with that of a steamboat
mate he said:

,
- "Where is the man who threw water

jonY*
4*That short man right there, Jen'al,"

answered a young woman who accompa¬
nied him as she pointed at Stubby.

"He's the one, is her
"Yee. Jen'al; that's the veri* fella* what

flung tha' watta* on me!"
"Officer of the Day, put that insolent

scoundrel under arrest; have him tied to
s cannon wheel, where he shall remain
until I see fit to hare him released. 111
ahow him what's the penalty for inaultmg
women!" blurted the brutal commander,
without a word of inquiry or asking the
accused to plead quilty or not guilty!

Poor, innocent Stubby was taken away
under guard, with face as pale death,
while the great Jen'al returned to the
house and the detail marched off to their
several posts on the picket line.

In regard to the trouble that befell
Btubby, no one present saw Stubby or any¬
one else throw any water, either inten¬
tionally or accidently, on the young wom¬
an who made the charge.

ANTI-FORAGE SCRUPLES QUIETED.
After we had taken our position on the

picket reserve, about two miles from
Camp, and the several sentinels had been
posted at points that gave good view in
the outward direction, we settled down
for the day, thinking that as long as the
enemy did not trouble us, duty on picket
was not so hard. It furnished new op¬portunities for some of the boys who were
found to possess certain adaptabilities for
exploits most successfully practiced on the
picket line.

Everything went well through the day,and during tne night. At a late hour one
of the detail, who afterward enjoyed a
reputation as a successful forage,brought in some poultry. The Corporalopened up a lively fusilade of questionsand . cross-questions as to where, how,when and why he had procured those
chickens.

"I bot 'em/*
"No, you didn't! folks don't sfllChickens at 10 o'clock in the morning!What are you goin' to do with 'em?"
"Eat 'era, I guess."
"Well, I ruess you won't; you'll take

them back where you got 'em in the morn¬
ing. I don't propose to have it go back
to our homes that Co. K has turned out
to be a tarnal set of chicken thieves!"

"Didn't I tell ye I bot 'em?" said the
abused forager, ss he commenced pickingoff the Dominique festhers.
The dispute wss kept up until the birds

fcad been picked, singed and nicelycleaned, when the "purchaser" said:
"Now, boys, if we jist had some sort of
sessonin,' sieh as pepper an' salt, by jing.we'd have a chicken roast to-night! Has
anybody got any pepper and salt?"
To the surprise of all the Corporal said:

"Look here, if you'll sav honest that
you didn't steal them chickens, I'll give
you all the pepper and salt you need, since
you've killed 'em end cleaned 'em; and I
don't want rou to take 'em to camp and
let the whole company think we've been
stealiu' chickens."

"Didn't I tell ye I bot 'em; an' can't yek'leve a fellerV
The pepper and salt was furnished, thechickens were roasted, snd all on the post

came in for a share, and no one ate moreheartily than did the good Corporal, who
always took the joke as a war necessity,and from that day on he and some others
always carried pepper and salt in theirhaversacks, for use in emergencies.In the morning we were relieved in due
time, and returned to camp, where we
were pleased to find that Stubby had beenreleased from his cannon-wheel punish¬ment, and chuck full of determination to"get evep with Old Sturgie" at the flrtt
opportunity. '

VIGILANCE NECESSARY IN MISSOURI.
Although our stay at Mexico was lessthan a week, I have well-seated recollec¬tions of the battalion drill ground. It

was a small prairie, covered with wild,tangled grass, with clumps and patcheshere and there, clocged with briers,thistles and brambles shoulder high. The
fellow who escaped being cut by ths grass
or picked snd scratched by ths briers
and thistles was exceedingly lucky.

STRENUOUS RAILROAD MARCHING.
There was no placs throughout north*

era Missouri that was more thoroughly in¬fested with bushwhackers and cursed byroving and thieving bandits, such ss wereheaded by Johnson an<| ths Andersonbrothers, than ths district from Macon toBooneville; including Moberly and Mexico.Their fiendish, brutal and cruel outlaw
practice duriig tfee whols war Is wellknown by ths average Nader.

On Sept 14, three days* rations were
ordered, the regiment to hold in readiness
to move, 40 rounds of ammunition being
issued.
On Sunday morning, the 15th, at dawn,

reveille was sounded and by 8 o'clock the
regiment was marching toward the rail¬
road. The train, to our surprise, was
made up of passenger cars, and in a short
time we were on our way to the northwest.
Our journey was through a district that

swarmed with bushwhackers. Therefore
the danger whfch <x>nfronted us necessi-
tated great precaution. The country was
prairie, interspersed with strips of timber
and occasionally a heavy woodland. We

44 DIDB'T I TELL YE I BO'T »EM?
had gone but a-few miles when the train
.topped..an£ a scout was made with the
locomotive and a posse of soldiers, to as¬
certain the condition of a bridge, which
was found secure, and the train went on
for a few miles. Again we stopped; this
time to wood and water; but as the bush¬
whackers had destroyed both water-tank
and wood, the engine, with a detail, pulled
out light for another water-tank five miles

also, had been destroyed,
and there the locomotive tank was found
to be entirely dry. Water was carried in
buckets to partly fill the tank, and the
party returned to report Camp kettles
were used and. a detail filled the tank
from a stream a half mile away. By this
time the wood had given out A board
fence was smashed and thrown on the ten¬
der, and served to pull a baggage and two
other cars filled with soldiers about four
miles to a timbered farm, where the rail
fences were broken into wood for the en¬
gine. The men were left at the farm, and
whils the engine went to bring the train
we broke rails and had by their return a
full .car load of. wood to continue the
trip.

In this manner ire worked onr way
from Mexico to Macon, about 75 miles.
Part of the time we were hunting bush¬
whackers, again repairing broken and
burned bridges, sometimes hustling for
wood and water with which to generate
power to move the train. After two days
and one night thus engaged, we reached
Macon late on the evening of Sept 18.

fearful wight bide by bail.
We remained in our cars for some

hours. About an hour after midnight we
were hurried from the passenger cars and
into box cars, and were soon going at full
speed westward on the Hannibal A St
Jo Railroad. This change of cars was to
disguise our trail and thwart the enemy,
who might be in ambush along the road
watching for us. It was perhaps a wise
plan for deceiving the enemy, and no
doubt had that effect but taking into con¬
sideration the dangers along the road
through a country thronging with bush¬
whackers, a train running at high speed
through midnight darkness, it was per¬
haps the most hazardous experience to
which we were exposed during our sen-
vice.

Before leaving Macon, four men were
detailed to occupy the top of each car.
There were about 25 can. I waa detailed
to occupy the roof of our car. We soon
found, when the train was under way,
that there was no neceasity for the Ser¬
geant to tell us to lie low, as it was the
only thing we could do and stay on the
?r'j tken on,3r clutching with a
dead grip something securely fsstened to
the car.
Our company occupied the rear car. and

when the train was plunging through the
midnight at AO miles an hour we four
clung to the hurricane deck like roaches:
and the old box car jumped, jerked
thumped, bumped, and swayed and rolled,
tilted and shook from side to side with
surh violence that if all of the rebels in
Missouri had opened fire on the train,
*e would not have dared to release our
snchorage to return the fire. It was a
fearful ride that night from Macon to
Utica, on the Hannibal & St. Jo Railroad.

PBESSIXO TEAMS.
Utica is a small town in Livingston

County, about CO miles west from Macon.
i J? tll.r® before day, and at once
left the cars, going into temporary camp.
A detail was made for fatigue duty and

ordered to report to Gen. Sturgis, who
gave instructions to press Into service and
bring to bis headquarters with a driver,
every two-horse team that could be found
within a mile in any direction, and re¬
port as rapidly as possible.

I was on a detail from our company and
we secured three teams. Altogether not

than 30 teams were secured.
" hen we returned to company quar^

tap w# were surprised to find Co. K
guiding ft£$ut 75 fhei) from other com¬
panies Citizehs had complained to the
General that soldiers were plundering,
and the General had ordered our Colonel
to send out a patrol. The Colonel de¬
tailed our Captain and his company, and
they picked up the mail while in posses¬
sion of honey of which they had despoiled
a large number of bee hives.
About 9 o'clock the impressed wagon

train moved from headquarters into the
cany>» was assigned one -wagon to

JK*°L* t0 th# band, two for
the regimental officers, .and five to haul
extra commissary stores and ammunition.

CO. K TAUCHT KOT TO BE GOOD.
Assembly sounded abont 10 o'clock and

the regiment moved southward. Thehaaty manner in which the regiment wai
required to m^ left Co. K in an en*,barrassing situation. We still held the
honey boys

do to allow tho prisoners to csrry their
arms, and their runs wers distributed to
the men of Co. K who carried them in
addition to their own.as a reward for
being good soldiers! Somo of the boys
promised thst thej would never again si-
low themselves to bo caught being good.
Thus our first campaign march com¬

menced from Utica, Sept. 17. Our regi¬
ment and fire companies of the 39th Ohio,
without either artillery or cavalry.
When we started out on tho smooth

prairie road the pace was a little rapid.
was regulation military.but since that
ancient date martial time has been ac-
ce!erated to 120 steps per minute snd
the step lengthened to 30 inches. How¬
ever, there should be no fault found with
the band, as it wss their business to be
a little ahead with time, of which
the boys manifested an appreciation
by each individual keeping right on
the heels of his file leader, with
head up and firm step, trying to make ev¬
er? other fellow believe that such soldier¬
ing as that was only child's play for him,
and for a time the ranks were made merry
by the laughter brought out in the ex¬
change of witty and sarcastic jokes and
pranks upon each other, in character more
like a school of boys going to attend a
baseball game. At the end of two hours
a halt was ordered and the most of us*
without telling, lopped down on the clean
prairie grass, and commenced sampling

" SAID TBI ABUSED FOBAOKB.

the contents of our haversacks. Although
the halt was surprisingly short, the men
returned to lino with spirit, and our first
march continued until the middle of the
afternoon, when some of the wesker
members, who were carrying two guns,
began to show signs of fag. The malice
held against Co. K by the prisoners hsd
by this time turned to sympathy, and they
carried the knapsacks of the men who
canicd their guns.

Just before reaching camp we observed
Gen. Sturgis and staff by the road side
reviewing the tired troops. It was the
first time we had seen the General on the
march, and we had no particular desire
to see him then. When the company
struck his view, he at once called a halt,
asking for the Captain, and without al¬
lowing him to explain, ga re him a fear¬
ful cursing for allowing some of his men
to carry two guns and others two knap¬sacks; and then he rode to the rear, with¬
out hearing a syllable from the Captain.*
The Captain ordered the prisoners to t^Jcetheir guns and report to their respective
companies.

It was nearly dark when we went into
camp on a small prairie, and the boys re¬
quired no rocking to sleep soundly on their
soft beds of prairie hay that night
On the morning of the 18th the reveille

sounded at daybreak, .and though some¬
what stiff and lame from the precedingday's march the boys were soon limbered
up to normal condition, and the regimentfiled out on the road just as the sun com¬
menced to gild the eastern meadows, and
our march was continued very much as on
the previous day, except that Co. K was
not encumbered with other than their own
effects. Men and officers were worn out.
Many had been compelled to drop out and
follow as best they could.

OVEB A WATERLESS WAT.
It was nearly sundown when we

stacked arms for camp on a large prairie, *

sparcely settled, and yet three hours'
march from a stream of living water, hav¬
ing covered about 35 miles over a coun¬
try which at that season of the year was
almost destitute of streams with running
water. We had not been able to replen¬ish our canteens sibce morning, save oc¬
casionally at a farm well having only a
very limited supply of wster, insufficient
for a regiment, or from some stagnatedpool. Details went out in every direction
to search for water, but as a rule they
returned empty; every well and springwithm a mile had been exhausted. It
iikes ®ore water to supply 1,500 men and
00 horses than can be drawn from a
few half-dry farm wells and a shallow
pool or two that may be found. Before
the cook department arrived it was known
that no water could be had for coffee.Uncle Dan, as usual, had been thought¬ful. A half kettle of coffee wss left in
the morning and this he brought with him

The next morning we had a dry break¬fast and started early, with perceptiblyless manifestation of jubilance than on
the two preceding mornings. However,
we pushed forward due south, and about0 o'clock we reached a flowing stream,where we enjoyed a short halt, and forthe first time since the morning before
had the opportunity to indulge in a gooddrink of water. Canteens were filled and
the march was resumed.
Things went smoothly In the ranks for

a mile or two, then a halt was made, and
the ammunition wagon was driven to the
center of the regiment and all were order¬ed to fill their cartridge boxes to their ca¬pacity, and the regiment moved on again,but much less jubilantly than before.
Wo bad made necessary preparationsto meet the enemy, and were hastAnin* ***.

GET BEADT TO FIGHT.

Stnrgfs to tell as fellows in the ranks

Missouri Hirer. 4 The day was warn slid
ths great throng <* travel, by nan and
beast, soon powfenft the saaijr loam in the
rosds to shoe-month deep. At every stop
it would puff fresn «nder the feet and rise
in clouds of atpte snd blinding dost.
Shoes were filled slid feet were blistered
with its gaHing grit; esrs, nose snd hair
were literally filled, and eyes were tortured,
limbs were galled*and chafed and feet
were blistered untilihundreda of men were
forced to walk hero-footed long before we
had reached a camping place. Half of
the regiment hal dropped oat and fallen
to the rear. Tents- were thrown away to
give place on t&e sragons for exhsnsted
men. Many who hsd carried needless
clothing and other encumbrances were
driven to part with It. In order to lighten
their loads >0010- threw sway both
blankets and knapsacks.
The hasty continuation of our retreat

under such trying circumstances depleted
many companies until their places in line
were almost without identification, either
in officers or men. -

-

Wagons loaded with ammunition and
other supplies were ordered to abandon
these and return to the rear, as a sort of
ambulance train, to pick up and carry in
the multitude of exhausted men lost on
the march.

It was about sundown when the few
who had been sble to remain in ranks
stacked arma on Camden Hill; but it waa
much later when the writer and a score
of others srrived there.
The wagons were unable to ascend the

hill, and they, with several hundred sol¬
diers too worn to attempt the climb, re¬
mained at the foot of the hill.

. Having reached the top I found what
remained of my company sprawled
around, under paw-paw bushes.
No such a thing aa cooking supper; not

the least glare of a campfire must be
risked, lest the enemy locate our position
and make a night attack. Every one must
keep silent; even the guards were ordered
to stand motionless instead of walking as
is the custom. His challenge must be a
whisper.

WE BUN AWAY SOME MORE.
About 12 o'clock at night we were

wakened by a shake, and "Get up, boys,
get up! We've got to get out of here;
get up, quick, and fall in; make no noise!
Say. get up, quick, now. and shake those
other fellows over there!"
"Whats the matter, Ord'ly?"
"It's matter enough; we hear the rebs

coniin'; they've got cow bells and sheep
bells for signals; listen, and you'll hear
'em yer'self; hurry on, now!"

"I'll be durned if I don't hear 'em," said
Stnbby, as he rolled his blanket. "Theyaint very fur off, neither! Say, On)'ly,which way are we goin' to go.for 'em or
from 'em?"

"Can't tell anything about it We're to
fall in and follow the regiment." And so
we did, down the old Camden Ilill, very
much faater than we had gone up. At
the foot of the hill Stubby'a question was
answered; we turned to the right, which
meant a continuance of our retreat. The
stragglers were ordered to join their com¬
panies as we passed, and the whole force
moved speedily westward in midnight
darkness, with strict orders to make as
little noise as possible.

Ill STORM AND BAIN.
The roads over which we traveled that

night led through the lowlands adjacent
to the Missouri River, difficult and weary¬
ing in the darkness that was made deeper
by the woods through which much of our
road led. Betwen-? and 3 o'clock, storm
clouds gathered and the darkness grew
darker until evsrything was absolutely en¬
veloped in dungeon darkness. The artil¬
lery of the elements opened fire, sendingfierce missiles of destruction across the
night iu every direction. If the reader
will recall the most terrific thunder storm
and the most dreadful rninstorin that he
ever witnessed, then turn on a couple of
waterspouts, sad reinforce the shower
with a whole Bummer's cloudbursts, he
may have a slight idea of the sprinkling
we were caught in that night.
The rain descended in drenching tor¬

rents, and the dost and loam of the road
became mud into which at every step we
sunk to the ankles or the knots;, and it
waa slippery, 'gccaeherous *nd .tenacious,
and utterly woes theme* oat in a little
time.
Yet for more than four hours we

tramped, tugged, slipped, stuck, stumbled
and struggled in that mud and darkness
and storm.
Once in a while we could hear the

alarming aignal.the tap-tap of a cowbell
or the tinkle, tinkle of -a sheep bell; on
this aide or that, sometimes near, some¬
times distant.always a cause of anxiety,
expectation and often of alarm.
Many were made sick by overeating

paw-paw, and had to be placed on the
wagons.
The wagons were not without troubles

of their own. The mud waa often to-the
hubs; culverta were torn up by the flood
and bridges ware wrecked by high water
or drift that it carried. A detail accom¬
panied each wagon to pry it out of the
mud and bridge the impassable places. It
was a strenuous march, and everything
in line had a tough time that night; but
when morning came.there never was a
more beautiful sunrise thaa^cheered our
discouraged hearts on ths morning of
Sept. 20.

SNATCH A BIT* AND BUN.
We continued our march as rapidly as

circumstances would permit until we had
crossed Fish River, a stream of consid¬
erable depth, which we found spanned by
a wooden bridge, which, when we had
crossed, we destroyed. It was too wet to
burn, and we tore up the timbers and cast
them into the stream. There was no oth¬
er crossing nesrer than six miles, the rssi-
dents told us.

Halting a mile from the Tiver, the few
rations possessed by ths Commissary were
issued and cooked.

Everything was done in the most ex*
peditious manner, yet soma camp kettles,
Iste in getting over the fire, hsd hardly
struck a aimmer when a scout gslloped
to headquarters, which we took for warn¬
ing of a quick move. We grabbed the
meat from the kettlea.not yet heated
through-«-and filled our tin cups with the
unboiled eoffee. We were wise, for the
march was hastily resumed, snd with our
guns slung, both lisnds holding rations
with whlen we fed ourselves as we
marched, the lino made good timo with¬
out breaking step. Soldiers munch and
msrch by.sn instinct quickly acquired
through necessity. We slmost forgot some¬
times that we were there to alay rebels
and were trying to do it by getting them
to run themselves to death trying to catch
us.
About 4 o'clock in the afternon, the

regiment marched into the little town of
Liberty, Clay Coanty, Mo. We campedin a level meadow pear the village. Our
tents had been 'abandoned before reach¬
ing Camden Hfil.iand we had, therefore,
to make the beat of it, a very easy thingfor a soldier to»do when he got use to it.
Having destroyed several bridges on our

march, it was believed the enemy would
abandon persuit

After about 12l hours' nnbroken sleepI was wakened «hout daylight by Co. K'a
coffee thill manipulated by Pap W.
Soon after bseakfast the Colonel order¬

ed a general cfcnufrup of guns and cloth¬
ing. Cooks w«e instructed to prepare a
supply of food, toibe in readiness in case
of emergency.

LOTAl MISSOURIAN A(IAIN.
foon after guard mount our friend,Hon. John Clawtoa, came into camp. Hetold us that Fxfccei&d caught aftjihanfedthe colored m*a who had warned us ofhis approach. He also said that he livedadjacent, and added that his plf.ee was

heavy with fruit; that nothing there was
too good for Union soldiers: invited us toconsider the fr&it on tie trees placed therefor us. Soon after he way gone a colored
man belonging tb him drove into our com¬
pany street with a big two-horse wagonload of peaches for us, with complimentsof John Clayton.
& Very happy were we in that camp, 09that Sept 2r, and it was without war¬

ble, tbeugh^ the man were^ln uniform.

g£j^»lhSiaS^8!SS&.
LONG SOLI, MAKIS ^TJOUBtE.Our repose waa tmplaatedWthe »t*«.ar0*13*m ®rw*Aum*«i

mack mere than "fall In" «r 'Yorn com¬
pany;" it miat "fall in under um In¬
itially, in fail reaAineae for fighting It
means abandon everything else; cease
what yea are enfaged in.atop shaving,
with half yoor race mowed; quit your
toilet where it ta and gat your armer on!
Time ia the important thing wlwn the long
roll roll*.
Time waa everything, and the com¬

mand started without regard to anything
elae. There was no delay to form in regi¬
mental line. Each company, as aooa aa
assembled, moved serosa the field, to the
road going south, regardless of its place
in the hastening colnmn or whether the
regulations prescribed a place for it. It
took haphazard place and made the best
time it eouid. There waa a premium oa
time.
This was not a retreat.it was a ske¬

daddle. We started at -quickstep; from

?oick to double-quick, which was kept op
or four miles, under a scorching 4

o'clock Missouri sun.
To our astonishment we emerged from

the thick forest, right on the shore of the
Missouri River within a company length
of a large side-wheel steamer. Up the
staging and aboard the boat we went,
hardly slacking our pace, until we had
reached the hurricane deck. No doubt we
would have scaled the smokestack if the
band had led the way. The boat headed
up stream, with as much power aa the
coal-heavers could give her engines. We
had only made a few milca when she
grounded, with her bow stuck on a muddy
bottom. Derricks and block-and-tack!e
were adjusted, spare lowered, and with
capstan power applied the engines were
reversed, and the Mate said his piece of
profanity. Gen. Sturgis came on deck
and recited his usual speeches, and prom¬
ised to blow up the tub and all aboard if
it was not afloat in a limited number of
clock-ticks. Spars and pushing tackle
were adjusted, power was applied, and
just before the last minute given by the
General ended, off she went and on we
went up the old muddy and snaggy Mis¬
souri, and the band played
"Three Blind Mice; See How They Run!"

TO KANSAS CITT FOR REFUGE.
We reached Kansas City about dark,

and it was not long when we heard our
citizen teamsters yelling for us to bring
them over. They had driven up on the
north side, -fearing capture and probable
results if they went home. They were
brought over to safety.
We remained on board the boat all

night
(To be continued.)
THE PASSING HOST.

BT UOMEB JOEL LOCKLINO.

It was the Autumn season, and I stood -

Beneath the thinning foliage of a wood,
While here and there where once a hun¬

dred swung,
Green and luxuriant, in the Summer sun,
A single leaf, surviving, clinging still,
Naked and trembling in the Autumn's

chill.
Held to the branches, 'gainst the final

* blow -v
Of Monarch Winter in his cloak of snow;
But, even, as the breezes stirred each

bower,
These, too, fell constant in a noiseless

shower;
Fast joining, in their intermingling fall,
The fate so common.the fate of all.

To me the scene recalls another scene;
Not of the leaves nor Autumn's fading

green,
But men.a mighty host.the noblest of

their time,
Who,, while the warm blood coursed in

manhood's prime,
Went forth, a legion, in the name of lib¬

erty,
And won, 'mid blood and fire, a glorious

victory;
Men who the mountains shook by their

* all-conquering tread.
Who struck, and treason's vampires, bleed¬

ing, fled
Before their cannon shot and sharpened

^steel
As oaka before a tempest backward reel;
Yes, men who by their valor, for their

race,
Won that which neither time cor kings

shall e'er efface.

That host of warriors, lately in their
prime,

Are fast succumbing to the frosts of time.
Like Autumn leaves when Winter's blasts

are nigh
They drop in silence as each day goes by;
And few remain where once in manhood's

flower
They graced our land as roses grace a

bower;
And these, by coming age enfeebled now.
With faltering step and deeply-furrowed

brow,
Cling to the years against that final day
Which, though prolonged, cannot be far

away,
When, like the last of Summer's living

green.
They'll pass beyond, and no more will be

seen.

Oh, sons of freedom, wouldst thou too be
great?

Look to thy sires and strive to emulate;Look to that host, fast vanishing away.As thou wouldst turn to Heaven's Kingof Day
For light to guide thy ever erring feet,That our fair goddess have no cause to

weep.
Turn to the past, there feast thine eyes

and read.
See what through them thou hast inher¬

ited!
And stand like rock against pollution's

hand.
Which oft is raised to smirch our glorious

land,
For, know ye, naught can make thee

worthy heirs
But to march boldly forward like thy sires.

Chapln Post.
At the regular meeting of Chapin Post,

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 4, 1903, Comrade
Chas. A. Orr was elected for the 11th
time as Commander of the Post, making
eight consecutive re-elections. There has
never been a vote against him since his
first election. Under his administration
the Post has prospered wonderfully, and
Dec. 4, 1903, it had a cash balance of
$1,768.85, and the value of the Post prop¬erty was $1,500, showing a net gain in
cash for the year of $843.71. Chapin Post
is solidly in favor of James Tanner for
Commander-in-Chief, and most of the
Posts in western New York favor him.
The officers elected were as follows: Com¬
mander, Charles A. Orr; S. V. C., John
H. Grant, M. D.; J. V. O., Dennis Sulli¬
van; Surg., Robert McKeown; Chaplain,
William Rankin; Q. M., Albert Schoen-
wald; Officer of the Day, Thomas Falla-
hee; O. G., John J. Ford; Trustee, Philip
Bachert; Delegates to Department En¬
campment, Joseph B. Ewell, William S.
Brown, Frank Myers; Alternates. William
A. Brack, Samuel M. Pooley, Charles G.
Johnston.

r k Cheerful Qiver.
We give away very cheerfuily sample

bottles of a constipation cure that actually
cares. It is Vernal Saw Palmetto Berry
Wine. It Is not merely a relief. It per¬
manently cures any kind of a case of con¬
stipation. no matter of how long stand¬
ing. It la not a ptrgative nor an irritant
cathartic. These simply lash and hurt
the bowels and bring bat temporary relief.
The condition left behind is worse than
the first vernal Saw Palmetto Berry
Wine doea just the opposite. It is a tonic
laxative of the highest order. It tones,
strengthens and gives new life and vigor
to the bowels. Only one small dose a day
removes all the canses of thi trouble and
leavea the bowels Well and able to move
tkemselvea without the aid of medicines.
It cores dyspepsia, kidney and liver trou¬
bles, indigestion, headaches, catarrh of the
stomach sgd gll after diseases aad con¬
ditions growing out of a clogged condition

the system. $ry it free. Not a patentmedicijr^r liquor. A list af ingredients
oh pdcjkage. ^A^free sample bottle
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THE KATTLE OF STONE WVEH
I Ths Survivors to Celsbrat* the Anniversary

of Thai Bloody EuuiBMt.
The Fonrth Annual Reunion of the

survivors of the battle of Stone River,
Tenn.. will be held at Shelbyville, lnd.,
Dec. 31, 1008, and Jan. 1, 1004, on the
41st anniversary of that historic field. All
Union ex-soldiers who bore an indfvidual
part in the battlo are eligible to be en¬
rolled as members, and 600 are now en¬
rolled. The Secretary of the Association
would be pleased to receive the name aud
address of any such soldier living. We
would not appear to be selfish, but a desire
to be associated and to clasp hands with
the old comrade that touched elbows with
ns In days of real war, on the march, on
the picket line, and on the field of battle,
is the motor power. ' Onr coming Re¬
union promises to be the most successful
yet held by the Association. The old sol¬
diers of Shelbyville and the surrounding
country are leaving nothing undone that
will contribute to make a success of
our meeting. A bronze Stone River
badge to be worn by the members of the
Association will most likely be adopted at
this Reunion. Come one, come all.
The following are the officers of the As¬

sociation: _ President, Geo. W. Scerace,
Dansville, Ind.; 1st Vice-Pres.. Gil R.
Stormont, Princeton, lnd.; 2d Vice-Pres..
J. K. Bowers, Shelbyviile, lnd.; Sec. and
Treas., Wm. H. Dryden, Martinsville.
Ind.; Executive Committee, Maj. John G.
Dunbar, Chairman, Greencastle. In«L;
Capt. A. A. Hasket. Westfield, lnd.; J. K.
Henby, Greenfield. Ind.: Cant. V. M. Carr,
Hartsville, Ind.; John M: Carleton. Mar¬
tinsville, Ind.; Capt^& A. Stillwell,
Crawfordsville. lnd.; Thos. Shrink.
Greensburg, Ind.; Dr. W. W. Blair.
Princeton, Ind: Samuel Brevo, Marshall,
111.: Capt. Ed. Nicar, South Bend, Ind.
CUT

WHO CAN 3EAT IT?
A Pair of Youngest Veteran's Sons.
Editor Rational Tribune: I send

herewith photos of my two boys, and make
the claim that they are the youngest sons
of a veteran of the great rebellion of the
same parentage that can be shown in the
country. Victor Ivan was eight years old
Aug. 17; Kenneth Gerald was two years
old Nov. II. These boys are healthy, ro¬
bust fellows, and will probably be ready

to serve the country by the time the South
want* to secede again.

I enlisted Sept. 9, 1861* in the 8th Me.,
and in 1862 took a commission in the 33d
IT. S. C. T. and served until Dec. 4, 1865,
in all four years and three months.

I am using my pension to raise these
two American boys. If any other of the
old 1861 boys-can. beat this-I should-like
to hear from them..Eu O. Mkbriam,
North Belfast, Me.

SCIENCE AND INVENTION.
A French inventor has devised a new

kind of a railway in which the cars have
slippers or skates instead of wheels. These
are raised on a thin film of water forced
under them by a jet, and the power is
supplied by a third rail between the two
gliding rails. "The sidvantages claimed are
a great reduction of the track-resistance,
and consequently in the power necessary
to drive the car, also a smoother running
and less wear and tear on the car. There
is no danger of derailment, and a higher
speed can be obtained than with wheels.
The Camphor Trust is the first to fall

before the progress of science. When the
Japanese got control of the Island of
Formosa, they entered into a contract
with a London company for the entire
camphor production of the island, which
supplies most of the camphor of the world.
The London firm immediately ran the
prices up from 43^ to 60}£ cents per
pound, which wat a severe blow to a
world of industries depending upon cam¬
phor. Only one-fourth of the camphor
produced is used in medicine, the rest be¬
ing employed in making artificial leather,
celluloid, blacking, gun-cotton, photograph
films, etc. The American chemists imme¬
diately began to develop processes for
making camphor artificially, and have at¬
tained a high success. At Port Chester,
25 miles from New York, an establish-;
ment has been located which is now pro-1
ducing about a ton of camphor a day.
The raw material used is turpentine,
which yields about from 23 to 30 per cent,
camphor beside some other Yaluable pro¬
ducts. The establishment is making a
fortune for its ingenious originators.

POLITICAL NOTES.

The Louisiana Democratic Committee
has placed politics on a business basis.
Hereafter the candidates must pay the ex¬
penses ot holding the primaries, and there
has been an assessment made on all can¬
didates of seven per cent, of the salaries.
For example: The candidates for the
United Statee Senato will have to pay
seven per cent of $30,000, their salary for
the whole term, or $2,100. This does not
include the campaign for election. Con¬
sequently, running for office will be a cash
transaction, and quite expensive.

It is reported from Kentucky that
Commissioner of Internal Revenue John
W. Yerkes and Representative W. God¬
frey Hunter have settled their personal
feud, and united to give the Kentuckydelegation to Roosevelt The fight be¬
tween the two began when Dr. Hunter
was defeated for election for Senator from
Kentucky.
The delegation from Porto Rico is new

In the United States to secure recogni¬
tion from the Republican National Com¬
mittee, and thus establish a party in the
Island. The .delegation claims to repre¬
sent the dominant element in the Island,which cast 70,000 votes at the last elec¬
tion. Its principles are the same as those
of the Republican party of the United
States.

ailllam Van Houten Foal
Gilliam Van Houten Post celebrated the

anniversary of their 1,500th meeting Oct
0, at their Post room, 74 Belmont Ave.,
Jersey City. Gen. Thomas I. Brady, Com¬
mander, presided, and the Department
Commander of New Jersey and his staff,with a large number of comrades, were
present A tribute was read to the memoryof Col. Van Houten, after whom the Post
was named. He was a descendant of the
old Dutch Knickerbocker stock, and a man
of the highest character and ability. He
wefit out aa Colonel of the 21st N. J., and
showed great coufttge and soldiership in
several battles. He was severely wounded
at Salem Hishts, taken prisoner, and died
of his wound! Maf «L 1863. The historyof the Post was read, which stated thatft was organised in 1867, and has now*** of whom Is 53».OKi!V«rtao lenath of

RECENT LITERATURE.
JLhe «f tbe publisher of

the *Lmt Books" we are in receipt of ft

J*rJ ettnuaiye of Hawtbonw'e
Marble Faun" and "The Letters and Ad-

dresses of Abraham Lincoln." The Unit
Books are reprints of the permanent books
of all countries, issued monthly at the low¬
est possible prices.that is one cent for
every 25 pares of printed matter.

**The Spirit of the 8errice," by Editll
j.* Wood, The MacMUlan Co., is ft
Civil Service story that will interest one
very much in proportion to his sympathy
with Civil Service or his predilection ior
political reward to those who honestly
eome by it by patriotic party work. Th#
narrative gives touching]? the woes that
were visited upon Capt. Cartwright, U. 8.

1° charge of a Department of the
>avy lord, because he resisted efforts of
the politicians to influence him in employ¬
ment and retention of men in the shops
and yards. Capt. Cartwright "cared no
more for the political views of the work¬
men than he cared for their views on the
theory of atomic weights".but it was
otherwise with the "Bom," with Congress,
man Jerry £mith and Senator Flint, and
the Captain came to grief. He was court*
marlis led and otherwise subjected to hu¬
miliations, injustice and persecutions and
suffered much. The book is illustrated by
six engravings.

''McT.ld'" by Cotcliffs Hyne, The Mac-
Millan Co., is a book that entertains by
instructive amusement. It ia a series of
stories told by seagoing Neil Augus M<s
iodd, of Scotland, marine engineer of su¬
perior skill and intelligence; of hard com¬
mon sense, unconscious wit and humor,
but kept down by an irresistible inclini-
tion^ to ^take some refreshment." The
stories csrry one to all aorts of climates,
among all sorts of people and introduce all
aor}8 .

Queer ami interesting customs
and adventures. The reader will b« g ad
to meet McTodd whenever be appears be*
fore the public.

¦agaxlftes and Votes.
Llppincott's for December has for fta

opening story "The Fascinating of Mr.
Savage," by Helen Milecrete. It has eight
other strong short stories, ail by well-
known writers.
The Outlook for December has for its

most prominent feature the first instal¬
ment of Mr. Jacob A. Riis's series of ar-

^(>'e8 on the President, to be called
'^Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen.*
McCIure's for December, the Christmas

number, comes to us full of interesting
reading, conspicuous among the articles
being the opening of the second part of

Wtiiif017 of Standard ^ b? W* M.

Unusually attractive is the Christmas
number of the New England Magazine.
It is especially rieh In illustrations, one
feature sure to attract attention being a
remarkable series of photogrspis of the
Southern negro.
The Craftsman for December is in every

respoct a beautiful book. Its illustrations
are very fine, indeed, and its contributions
on different subjects relating to art are
most interesting and full of suggestion.
The 18th year of Scribner*s Magazine

opens with the January number, which
shows the great advance it has made, espe¬
cially in the way of illustration.
The December number of the Four Track

News is full of the Christinas spirit ana
most attractive in every respect.

C. P. PENNESAKE*. JOOT PAUL JO^ES.

PENNEBAKER & JONES;
Attcrn373 and Counselors,

1351 F STREET, WASHINOTON, D. C.
Special attention to artjuxtmeut of account* of civil

war Volunteer Officers.
Wo think vory «w ofltnen were proper! r pall.

Widows (oven If remarried), of other heirs, are «"'L

tied. Write lbr details.
We are especially anxious to oommnnloate with oS-

cers (or their heirs) who (1) were mot paid tor recralUn*
sci vices, or for services rendered prior to muAtr tnj
(2) who were denied bounty by reason of promotion;
(S) who were dismissed from the service; (4) who wore
denied travel pay by reason of resignation lbr personal
reasons or convenience; (S) who were not mustereJ
and paid because command was below Bum.
ber, and (f) who last U. ft pay by reason of State my.
meat

PENSIONS
Mr. Hunter is a hustler; had 117 cases

allowed ia one day. He is at the Depart¬
ment each day, looking up neglected and
rejected cases. He uses all the testimony
on file, and will look up yours. Fee due
when you get your money. He aiso pro¬
cures patents or no fee. Every person
who is interested in pstents should read
his book.Have You Brains? It is sent
free. Thousands snd thousands of pen¬
sions can now be increased. All letter*
cheerfully answered. Now jwrite him.

JOSEPH H. HUNTER,
Pension and Patent Attsrney

Washington. D. C.

PROTECT YOUR

IDEAS
Patents procured. No allowance, no
foe. Send rough sketch and description for
lree opinion. Communications confidential.
MXLO B. STEVENS A 00., Estab. 1864.
69914th St N.W., WASHINGTON, P.a

Branch offices/Cleveland
l and Detroit

NEW
PENSION

DECISIONS
Children no longer d uied pension becauas

over 16 on July 1, 1880.
Children of marriages dated since Jane SO,

1890, entitled under sot of June 87, ISM, regard¬
less of widow.
Confederate service no longer a bar to pen¬

sion for subsequent loyal service.
Let us take up your oasa.
&T Officers' Accounts, and military ant

naval pay olaims generaliy, reoeive oareful at¬
tention. We have secured favorable sett!emeat
of as high as 103 of these olaims in one week.
^ Consultation free.
0T Fse dependent oa suoeess.
XII* B. STEVKIS * ce^ At**.
eee idtft at. s. w. wsshia«to^ o. c. -

Founded ISM by MQo ft Stevens, lftfc Ohio
Wrmmwtoma at GWcago, Cleveland and Deti

Kifiexiii Tasscvft April I, ias7:


